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the lower ice-caves, and so down the great precipice to
the Eagle's Eyrie. This they all gained in safety, although
one climber was so badly frost-bitten that he could hardly
walk.

In June 1931 Bauer and his faithful band returned to the
attack. Kanchenjunga celebrated their arrival by a salvo of
clattering avalanches thunder-crashing from the corner pin-
nacles of the peak. When they reached the terrible precipices
at the foot of the mountain (they have an average inclination
of 60 degrees) they found that the warm, south-west winds
were melting the ice-curtains and causing a barrage of falling
stones and snowr. Only by advancing in the early morning
were they able to begin the climb, and even then a cunning
use of shelter was needed. In the worst places the porters
jumped from one sheltered spot to the next; the porters and
the cook who had been left at the Eagle's Eyrie prayed in
terror for their comrades exposed on the side of the precipice
when masses of rock came whistling by, to smash like glass
as they rebounded off the cliff.

Two months' hard work found the leading party established
on the level ridge, although even there it was dangerous work
owing to an unexpected rise in temperature which brought
rain and melted the treacherous snow bosses. Then an epidemic
of colds broke out, and few of the men were fit to work. For
several days the leading party lived on a veritable razor's edge.
Northward the rock-face fell away sheer as a church steeple,
and on the south ice-ribs swept down at an angle of 60 degrees
for thousands of feet to the glacier below. Slowly a path was
stamped out along the ridge, until at last Gamp 8 was estab-
lished. The path involved a very dangerous traverse into a
gully, and on August 9 a terrible accident took place here.
Schaller, one of the best climbers, was leading the way for two
porters and when they reached the gully the third man secured
the rope to a boulder and paid it out as the other two
advanced. Suddenly two black forms were seen to fly out into
space. Bauer prayed that a miracle might happen and that
the rope might hold them. But the rope was not strong enough,
and the two fell like a flash through the gully on to the snow